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Biblical Study of the Church

The earliest New Testament reference to the Churicluisld in Matthew 16:18. In this verse
Jesus promised, “I will build my Church.” The restlod New Testament records how this took place

under the leadership of the apostles and those appointedniy the

l. The term “Church”

The wordAchurch (ecclesia) appears 114 times in the NT. The wordsrfeacall out of”. It
refers to a “called out assembly.” The variety ofgesainclude the following: twice in the gospels (Mt.
16;18;18:17), non-doctrinal uses: a political assembly @decis (Acts 19:32,29,41), Jews assembled in
the wilderness (Acts 7:38 cf. also in the Old Testarmentt. 9:10, | Kings 8:65; house churches (Rom.
16;5; 1 Cor. 16:19; Col. 4:15. It is used of all believers gpecific city (Acts 8:1; 13:1; Rev. 2,3), and
of all believers in a specific region (Acts 9:31 sirmgulse; | Cor. 16;19 plural use; Rom. 16:16). The
Church can be viewed in two primary ways.

Il. The universal Church

When the word universal is applied to the Church it refeed] people who have believed in
Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord from the dayeotd®ost to the rapture of the Church (see: Acts 2;
Eph. 1:22-23; 5:23-27, 32; 1:18; | Thessalonians 4:11-18). Severaiaigks point to the day of

Pentecost for the beginning of the universal church:



* The fact that Jesus uses the word “church” only twleefitst reference being in the
future tense (Mt. 16:18; 18:17).

» The fact that Luke does not use the word “church” andiis gospel and then uses it
twenty-four times in Acts.

* The teaching regarding the church as a mystery (see3Ep8). The mystery is in the
unique relationship of Jew and Gentile in one body.

* The spiritual formation of the body by the baptismhia Spirit (I Cor. 12:12-13).

l1l. The local Church

The second way to understand the Church is as local naimes of believers. The universal
Church is invisible and the local church is visible.Ha book of Acts we find that as the apostles won
people to Christ in various regions, they gathered timelocal Churches and appointed leaders over
those Churches. (Acts 14:21-23). In his bdbk Body, Chuck Colson wrote that, “everyone
regenerated by God is by definition a part of the univefrsaiabh. It’s not a matter of choice or
membership. And following the pattern made normative irbtak of Acts, each believer is to make
his or her confession, be baptized, and become pailboébcongregation with all of the accountability
that implies. So membership in a church particular immoce optional than membership in the church
universal.

The earliest gatherings of Christians included devotidhddollowing : ...the apostles’
teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread and prayer (see248). There were very early indications of
simple organization in the first church at Jerusalehe Believers knew the number of their members
(Acts 2:41; 4:4), they united in public worship and prayer mgst{Acts 2:42, 47), and practiced the

ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper (Acts 2:41-42, 46).



A. The definition of a local Church

A short definition of a local Church can be found inliBpians 1:1,Paul and Timothy, servants
of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesihdippi, together with the overseers and deacons”.
This verse reveals the three-fold organization of a lduoarch: saints, overseers, and deacons. The
saints are in Christ (the universal church) and aigphi{the local church). The overseers are the slder
which would include the pastor (Acts 20:17,28; | Timothy 5:1he @leacons are also functioning
leaders under the elders.

The local church is an organized group of believers whoegabgether on a regular basis in a
local area under proper leadership in keeping with the pattablished by the apostles.

B. The officers of the local church

1. Elders: (Presbuteros)

Elders (in reference to the Church) appear withoutasgtlon for the first time in Acts 11:30.
The concept of elders had already existed in the Olthinesit (Exodus 18:12-27; Numbers 11:1017)
and in first century Judaism (Matthew 15:2; 16:21). Aboutytlyiears after Acts 11:30, Paul outlines
gualifications for elders for Timothy and Titus to usdithothy 3; Titus 1). This was probably due to
the fact that they were ministering to Gentile chuschbich did not have a back ground for elders.
Evidence would indicate that the terms elder, overseer @npastor all the same person/leader

(I Peter 5:1-2; Titus 1:5,7; Ephesians 4:11).



Elder would refer more to the man, whereas overseer and gasta on the function of the
leader. It is significant that the word elder is primauised in the plural form in the NT (e.g. Acts 14:5;
Titus 1:5; James 5:14). This would indicate that the rulingylime@ach local church was a plurality of
godly men identified as elders. Although women will mmish ways related to the ministry of elders,
Scripture forbids women from taking hold of this officdeddership (I Timothy 2:11-13; 3:1-2). The
role and function of elder’s would include the following:

* Training and appointing other leaders (Il Timothy 2:2; Ti. A&s 14:23)
* Leadership and admonishment (I Thessalonians 5:12; Heb. 13:17)

* Ministering the Word (Titus 1:9; | Timothy 5:17; Hebrews 13:7)

* Representation (Acts 20:17)

» Spiritual oversight and restoration (Galatians 6:1-2;re\eb 13:17)

» Governing and equipping the believers (I Timothy 5:17;Ephedidris12)
» Refuting false doctrine (Ti. 1:9)

* Guarding the flock (Acts 20:17, 28-31)



The following chart categorizes the qualifications fiolees from | Timothy 3 and Titus 1

Character Conduct Competence
1. Above reproach 1. Not addicted to wine 1. Able to teach
(I Tim. 3:2; Titus 1:6) (I Tim. 3:3; Titus 1:7) (I Tim. 3:2)
(See Titus 1:9)
2. Husbands of one wife 2. Not violent 2. Not a new convert
(I Tim. 3:2; Titus 1:6) (I Tim. 3:3; Titus 1:7) (I Tim. 3:6)
3. Self-controlled 3. Gentle
(I Tim. 3:2; Titus 1:8) (I Tim. 3:3)
4. Soberminded - “sensible”| 4. Uncontentious
(I Tim. 3:2; Titus 1:8) (I Tim. 3:3)
5. Respectable - “well 5. Good home manager
ordered life” (I Tim. 3:4)
(I Tim. 3:2; Titus 1:8)
6. Hospitable 6. Keeps Children under
(I Tim. 3:2; Titus 1:8) control with all dignity
(I Tim. 3:4)
7. Not a money lover Having children who
(I Tim. 3:3; also see believe
| Peter 5:2; Titus 1:7) (Titus 1:6)
8. Not self-willed - “doesn’t| 7. A good reputation with
have to have his own outsiders
way” (I Tim. 3:7)
(Titus 1:7)
9. Not quick tempered
(Titus 1:7)
10. Loving what is good
(Titus 1:8)
11. Just
(Titus 1:8)
12. Devout
(Titus 1:8)




The New Testament reveals the following basis foist#ection of elders: Divine appointment
by the Holy Spirit (Acts 20:28); appointment by other eldé&ds 14:23; Titus 1:5); desire and
qualification in the man being considered (I Timothy 3:1a7proving period of examination implied by

the required qualifications.

2. Deacongdiakonos) “to serve”

The role of deacons is defined by the meaning of the woracds are involved in a
leadership level of service in such a way that theyasel¢he elders to focus on spiritual
leadership (Acts 6:2-5a w/15:16 ff).

The function of the deacon is that of serving. Deaewado serve well (1 Tim. 3:13).
Elders are to rule well (I Tim. 5:17). Scripture requireghtqualifications for deacons (I Tim.
3:8-13). The separate instruction to women in | Tim. 3:11 immgyy a place of deaconess (cf.

Rom. 16:1).

C. Membership in a local church

“It is God’s will that every believer be a meaningfulglated, faithful, serving, and accountable

part of a visible body of believers under the pastoraisiybt of elders (Ephesians 4:1-16; Hebrews

10:23-25; | Peter 4:10-11; 5:1-4; | Thessalonians 5:12-13; Hebrews 13:17).



There is evidence to indicate that it was standard torbegart of a local fellowship in the first
century. Acts 2:47 records that, “The Lord was addingéo tumber day by day those who were being
saved.” Regular assembling took place and was expected (tians 16:2; Hebrews 10:25). Definite
numbers and lists of people were recorded (Acts 2:4Imbfhy 5:9). The role of elders in spiritual
oversight implies accountable membership (Galatians G:hes$salonians 5:12; Hebrews 13:7,17).
Church discipline implies identifiable membership (I Ctmians 5:7-13; Il Corinthians 2:1-8).
Salvation (Acts 2:47) and baptism (Acts 2:38) seem to dédkic requirements of membership. The
book of Revelation chapters two and three indicatethi@al ord Jesus keeps careful record of the
membership and activities of local churches.

More evidence for membership is found in the emphasiseoimtérrelationship and
interdependence within a local church. This is taughtarfdine another” verses in the New Testament.
(see: Romans 12:10, 16; 14:19; 15:5,7,14; | Cor. 12:25; Galatians 5:1Bpégksians 4:1-2, 32; 5:18-
21; Colossians 3:9; 12-13,16; | Thessalonians 3:12; 4:18; Hebrewsl8:23:25; Ja. 4:11; 5:9, 16; |
Peter 4:9.) These passages indicate the existence ofad@@mships with closely knit groups. Many
of the casual Sunday morning relationships in churches tedald fail the “one another” test.

Faithful involvement in the community life of believassdesigned by God for the protection,
instruction, and encouragement of each individual beligved has chosen to use our fellow believers

to help us be more like His Son (Ephesians 4:11-16).



Specific instructions to various groups of people indicate asifisxl membership in the

churches:
« Women | Timothy 2;9-15
*  Wives of leaders | Timothy 2:11
* Widows | Timothy 5:3-13

* Children of widows | Timothy 5:16

* Young women | Timothy 5;14 - Titus 2:4-5
* Older women Titus 2:3-5

* Young men Titus 2:6-8

» Older men Titus 2:2

* Therich | Timothy 6:17-19

e The poor Ja. 1:9-11

D. The purpose of the local church:

The church exists to exalt God in praise, worship and ehedi(l Peter 2:9-10; John. 4:23-24;
Romans 12:1-2; | Corinthians 6:19-20). The Church also existsfiobedievers when gathered
(Ephesians 4:11-16; Col. 2:6-7; Hebrews 10:24-25; | Corinthians 12260 evangelize the lost when
scattered (Matthew 28:18-20; Lk. 24:46-47; Acts 1:8; 8:1,4; 19:10; Isélmsans 1:8; Revelation
22:17).

Primarily the church is to be for the Lord. He ie thead, and He must be the focus and the first
priority. “Churches, and individual believers, are to bengutted first to Christ, then to one another in
Christ, then to the world. These three are not to beé'iolronologically, one at a time, but they are to

be part of churches’ and believers’ lives all at theesime.” There is also an emphasis in God's Word
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on the importance of social concerns that the chsincluld be involved with (Deut. 10:17-19; Mt.
25:34-40; Lk. 10:25-37; Ja. 1:27; 2:15-17; 1 Jn. 17-18).

Millersville Bible Church’s purpose statement: “The Cluexists to honor God by winning,
building, equipping, and mobilizing people to advance Chrigtgddm and exalt His name.”

According to Millersville Bible Church, the Church miu& committed to the following:

Discipleship “Obedience to this final command of Jesus Chridtasmission of the Church.
Because of this, disciple-making lies at the hearvefyhing we do. Accomplishing this challenging
task involved a two-fold responsibility. First, we mustcheeful to employ the means God has provided
for building His church, and second, we must seek to utaahetshe attitudes and world-views which
prevail in the culture to which God has sent us.”

The Gospel “Faith in Jesus Christ is the only source of eterabagion. He said, "l am the
way, the truth, and the life, no one comes to thbdfebut through me." This message confronts the
pluralistic attitude of our society which declares tHatedigious beliefs are equally valid. | believe that
only the Gospel is the "power of God unto salvation f@rgone who believes."” We seek to both
proclaim the gospel in our community and train each plsdo effectively communicate it to those with
whom they have contact.”

Teaching “Jesus prayed, "Sanctify them in the truth; Thy Wordlugh." God's revelation to
man, His instruction for what we should believe and hovsiauld live, is found in the 66 books of the
Bible. Though our culture promotes the idea that thene igbsolute truth, the Bible declares itself to be
the inerrant Word of God. The disciple of Christ mustamy understand the teachings of the Bible, but

obey them as well. The Church strongly emphasizeptbaching, teaching, and application of God's

10
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Word. The Scripture is our sole authority for life, aathmot be overruled by such things as religious
tradition or personal experience.”

Worship: “To worship God is to love Him with heart, soul, mind, atr@rsgth. This is the
foremost command of God. The Bible warns the belienetso put anything "before the Lord God."

We cannot, as Jesus taught, "serve two masters." Headbthat a man's life does not consist in the
abundance of things he possesses. In an age of mataripbbssessions can easily become modern day
idols competing for the devotion of our hearts. The Che@ncourages people to serve God with single-
hearted devotion - seeking first His kingdom and righteessnWe view all aspects of life as a
stewardship for which each of us will give an accountdd.G

Fellowship: “The New Testament clearly teaches that it is Godgyddor every Christian to be
an active and accountable part of a local assemblgl@Mers, willingly serving others. This results in
the mutual encouragement and support of all believerginwhalk with Jesus Christ. In contrast to this,
our society promotes individualism; the attitude whictksde please self, elevates personal fulfillment,
and avoids costly involvement with others. The churchiehgés believers to fulfill God's design by
meaningfully relating to others in the church. Meretgadling the worship services will not accomplish
this; other opportunities for both fellowship and servicetrbespursued.”

Leadership: “Like every institution ordained by God, the Church ofu3e&hrist has a structure
of authority. The Bible reveals that God's design fadéship in the local church consists of a group of
godly men called elders. The church follows this patteith elders overseeing and guiding the life of
the assembly. Though our society today largely rejedtsaty, the faithful disciple of Christ desires
the accountability and security which comes from willingmeission to those God has placed as leaders

in His church.”

11
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E. The ardinances of the local church
An ordinance is an outward symbol which functions asi#dle sign of salvation. Scripture
reveals two ordinances passed on from Jesus for conpraglice in all churches:
1. Baptism: Baptism is an outward demonstration of the believer’s
identification with Jesus Christ in His death, buriadl aesurrection (Romans 6:3-
6; Galatians 2:20; Col.2:12; 3:1, 9; Ephesians 2:6; 4:22). Attgatyave are
spiritually immersed into Jesus Chrsinto His death, burial and resurrection.
Paul addresses this deep spiritual reality in Romans cleipte
Immersion is the mode that most fully preserves teammg of baptism
(baptizo - to dip or immerse). John baptized at “en@calise there was much
water there (John 3:23). When baptized by John, Jesus f{gamet of the water”
(Mark 1:10). Upon hearing the good news, the Ethiopian esaichto Philip,
“see, here is water! What is to prevent my being bag® (Acts 8:36). Then
they both went down into the water, Philip baptized hind, thiey came up out of
the water” (Acts 8:38-39). Baptism is commanded by the (gliatthew 28:19)
and was practiced by the church (Acts 8:38; 10:44-48;16:31-33; 18:8NTThe
only reveals the baptism of believers (Acts 2:41; 8:30-38; 18433,
2. The Lord’s Supper (I Corinthians 11:20).
This also called “communion” (I Corinthians 10:16), “Eud$tdr(l Corinthian
11;24), “breaking of bread” (Acts 2;42). The Roman Cathdle “Mass” (i.e. to
dismiss), and Leonardo Da Vinci's “Last Supper” are nmtnf Scripture.

Communion is a time of remembrance of Christ’s sagaifdeath as symbolized

12
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through the bread and the cup (I Corinthians 11:24-25). Commatsonnvolves
active fellowship with the Lord and His people (I Caniahs 10:16-18; 11:23-26).
Communion has a future focus in that it “proclaims thedlsodeath until He
comes” (I Corinthians 11:26). In a symbolic way commursitamds as the
watershed between the OT and the NT (Luke 22:1-23) and enssepa past,

present, and future focus.

Doctrinal statement on the Churdirom Millersville Bible Church

“In the present age, God’s primary work is to call @otrf among all humanity a people
to be His very own, who through common faith in Jesus Cdurésunited in one spiritual body,
the Church. Jesus Christ, through His death and reswomebfis been exalted as Head of the
Church. It is God's will for each believer to be ativacand accountable part of a local
expression of Christ’s body, which is an assembly of thdxehave made a public profession of
faith in Christ through baptism and who fellowship, servideservance of the Lord’s supper, and
discipline. God has entrusted the oversight of the local bhtorscripturally qualified men called
‘elders’, who serve as accountable to the Chief Shephtmrd,ard Jesus Christ, and who by their
example, instruction, exhortation, correction, and disegdihepherd the assembly of believers.
Unite for the purpose of worship, prayer, ministry of the @lVéunctioning under the elders are
scripturally qualified deacons who serve the assembly taygcprimarily for its physical and
material needs. The mission of the church in the world reake disciples by winning, building,

equipping, and mobilizing people to advance Christ’s kingdamhexalt His name.”

13



14

F. The discipline of the local Church
In Matthew 18:15-17, Jesus taught the need for accountabiiong his
followers. This is the text that has formed the b&misn understanding of church

discipline. The steps Jesus taught “begin \piikiate confrontation. Before this step,

however, there is a need foersonal preparation (see: Matthew 7:3-5). Discipline

should move from personal preparation to private conftiontécf. O.T. Lev. 9:17-18).

The third step is private conference This only becomes necessary, if the one

confronted has as obstinate attitude (v. 16). When a sinmémgper of the church refuses
to heed the confrontation of a fellow believer, thdagiag to be restored to proper
fellowship, the circle of confrontation needs to broasiemhat it includes one or two
others (cf. an O.T. principle from Deuteronomy 19:15; Neral85:30; and
Deuteronomy 17:6). Assuming that the one who made thaliog@gnfrontation kept the
matter between himself and the sinning member, who showddlist for the third step?
Jesus said, “One or two others,” but who should be cafiddranvolvement in this
confrontation? People who are spiritually prepared (Matti:3-5), spiritually mature
(Galatians 6:1), and entrusted with spiritual oversighteter 5:1-4; Acts 20:28)
Nothing in the text requires that these people be eyesgiseto the sin being
confronted. If they had been, they should have gone toaidrthe member themselves.
Ideally, it would be good to include people who are known asdacted by the erring

member (e.g. small group leaders). This is not alwayslgessi

14
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What is the function of the one or two witnesses?/&re there “so that every
fact may be established by the testimony of two or three ss&® (v.16). Their purpose
IS not to threaten or intimidate, but to help thergrmember to understand the
seriousness of the matter. Their main purpose is r®tdlate the truthfulness of the
charge, but to strengthen the rebuke and the call taaésta After private conference,
if the erring member remains obstinate and unwillingckamawledge and repent of the
sin, Jesus teaches a fourth step. Each of the feps ks as its primary aim the
restoration of the brother to proper fellowship.

The fourth step is public announcement\. 17a).Jesus said, “Tell it to the

church (i.e. to the “ekklesia,” the assembly). This sepsobering reminder that sin is
not merely private and personal matter for a Christtam that separates and alienates
believers must be dealt with and resolved. But how dtake this step of public
announcement? In our church, it would be communicatdeetodvenant members
through a special meeting of the membership. Some churdiesthese
announcements during communion. Others will use a kettitle membership.

To avoid litigation, it is important for churches to sgeeily outline these steps
in their constitutions. Churches have been sued faviirig the guidelines in Matthew
18:15-17 and have lost in court because they lacked spe&fdirence to the steps.
Churches also are wise to limit the public announcemedisoipline to those who are
actual members. Remember, membership as a process cahtotdwrch, and

discipline of non-members is sticky territory.
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The fifth step is public confrontation. In v. 17b, Jesus implies that the church (as

an assembly) has made an appeal to the erring member.

When the church is informed, it seems to imply thatpd&ors will be involved.
And when this happens, it should be accompanied by warnings thigoneed for the
whole assembly to avoid: gossip and slander, a proud atsparit (Matthew 7:3-5;
Galatians 6:1), a lenient or punitive attitude, and playingtspl detective.

People should be encouraged to pray for repentance and tiestaad to appeal
to their fellow member to submit to the leadership of ther€ In such an appeal, one
might say, “I don’t know all the details, nor is it mplace to know them, but | do want to
encourage you to make things right with the church.”

No one should give the erring member the feeling teas In good fellowship
with the Church (cf. Il Thessalonians 3:12-14). Neveliractoss-purpose with the
church. We should not do anything that would cause disrefpéetie leadership.
Remember the goal: “Win your brother.” It is redempti&it in step six public
exclusion(removal from membership), the goal is also judicial. pheary aim of this
step is to protect the purity of the assembly (see: in@oans 5:1-11). Failure to practice
these steps invites God’s discipline on the entire aslygisee: | Corinthians 11:30-32;

Revelation 2:5, 16, 20-23; 3:3-19).
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