
Bible Study of Fellowship 

What do the following verses contribute to our understanding of Christian fellowship? 

  

Nature of Christian Fellowship 
  

       II Corinthians 6:14-15: Do not be yoked together with unbelievers.  For what do                 

righteousness and wickedness have in common?  Or what fellowship can light have with 

darkness?  What harmony is there between Christ and Belial?  What does a believer 

have in common with an unbeliever? 

          

 Ephesians 2:13-14, 18 (remember that the context relates to Jews and Gentiles): But 

now in Christ Jesus you who were once far away have been brought near through the 

blood of Christ.  For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has                      

destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility … for through him we both have   

access to the Father by one Spirit.  

 

            I John 1:5-7 (this text speaks of fellowship with God but it sheds light on the nature of 

fellowship): This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is 

light; in him there is no darkness at all.  If we claim to have fellowship with him yet 

walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth.  But if we walk in the light, as 

he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, 

purifies us from all sin. 

 

          Hebrews 10:24-25: And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love 

and good deeds.  Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, 

but let us encourage one another — and all the more so as you see the Day approaching.  

 

            I Peter 4:8-11: Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude 

of sins.  Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.  Each one should use               

whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its 

various forms.  If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of 

God.  If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all 

things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.  To him be the glory and power for 

ever and ever.  Amen.  

 

            Acts 2:41-47: Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand 

were added to their number that day.  They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 

and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  Everyone was filled with 

awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles.  All the                    

believers were together and had everything in common.  Selling their possessions and 

goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.  Every day they continued to meet together 

in the temple courts.  They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and 

sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people.  And the Lord 

added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

 

        Romans 12:4-5: Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these                    

  members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one   

  body, and each member belongs to all the others. 



 Essential elements of genuine Christian fellowship: 
  

          Philippians 2:3-5: Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility   

consider others better than yourselves.  Each of you should look not only to your own 

interests, but also to the interests of others.  

 

      Ephesians 4:25,29,31,32: Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak         

truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all members of one body … Do not let any                       

unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others 

up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen … Get rid of all                      

bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice.  Be 

kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God                 

forgave you. 

 

      Colossians 3:14-15: And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all                   

together in perfect unity.  Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members 

of one body you were called to peace.  And be thankful. 

 

            I Thessalonians 5:11: Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as 

in fact you are doing. 

 

            I Peter 3:8: Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love 

as brothers, be compassionate and humble.  

 

          II Thessalonians 3:6,12-15: In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, 

brothers, to keep away from every brother who is idle and does not live according to the 

teaching you received from us … Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus 

Christ to settle down and earn the bread they eat.  And as for you, brothers, never tire of 

doing what is right.  If anyone does not obey our instructions in this letter, take special 

note of him.  Do not associate with him, in order that he may feel ashamed.  Yet do not 

regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother. 

 

            I Corinthians 5:11: But now I am writing you that you must not associate with anyone 

who calls himself a brother but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, 

a drunkard or a swindler.  With such a man do not even eat. 

 

 Romans 12: 9,13,15,16,17,18: Love must be sincere.  Hate what is evil, cling to what is 

good … Share with God’s people who are in need.  Practice hospitality … Rejoice with 

those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.  Live n harmony with one another.  Do 

not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position.  Do not be         

conceited.  Do not repay anyone evil for evil.  Be careful to do what is right in the eyes 

of everybody.  If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with              

everyone. 

 

 



 Matthew 18:15-17: If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just             

between the two of you.  If he listens to you, you have won your brother over.  But if he 

will not listen, take one or two others along, so that every matter may be established by 

the testimony of two or three witnesses.  If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 

church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or 

a tax collector. 

 

          I John 3:16-17: This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for 

us.  And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.  If anyone has material                            

possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of 

God be in him? 

 

         I Corinthians 12:24, 25-26: … But God has combined the members of the body … so 

that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern 

for each other.  If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, 

every part rejoices with it. 

  

Thoughts from others on fellowship: 
  

“Within the fellowship of those who are bound together by personal loyalty to Jesus Christ, the 

relationship of love reaches an intimacy and intensity unknown elsewhere.  Friendship between 

the friends of Jesus of Nazareth is unlike any other friendship.  This ought to be the normal                 

experience within the Christian community … That in existing Christian congregations it is so 

rare is a measure of the failure of the church as a whole to live up to the purpose of its Founder 

for it.  Where it is experienced, especially across the barriers of race, nationality and language, 

it is one of the most convincing evidences of the continuing activity of Jesus among 

men” (Stephen C. Neill, Christian Faith Today, Pelican, 1955, p. 174).  

  

“Can the contemporary evangelical community change its ways and move toward true, biblical 

koinonia, or fellowship?  I believe it can if we commit to making disciples by creating                             

communities.  Christians need community.  ‘If we are to use the word community meaningfully 

we must restrict it to a group of individuals who have learned how to communicate honestly 

with each other, whose relationships go deeper than their masks of composure, and who have 

developed some significant commitment to rejoice together, mourn together, and to delight in 

each other.’  What many churches call fellowship, however, is nothing more than superficial 

‘pap.’  Talking about the world and the weather around a coffeepot once a week does not               

qualify as koinonia” (Bill Hull, 7 Steps to Transform Your Church, p. 135).  

  

“It is true … that what is an unspeakable gift of God for the lonely individual is easily                                       

disregarded and trodden under foot by those who have the gift every day.  It is easily forgotten 

that the fellowship of Christian brethren is a gift of grace, a gift of the Kingdom of 

God that any day may be taken from us, that the time that still separates us from utter loneliness 

may be brief indeed.  Therefore, let him who until now has had the privilege of living a                     

common Christian life with other Christians praise God’s grace from the bottom of his heart. 

Let him thank God on his knees and declare: It is grace, nothing but grace, that we are allowed 

to live in community with Christian brethren” (Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together, p. 20).  



“How can God entrust great things to one who will not thankfully receive from Him the little 

things?  If we do not give thanks daily for the Christian fellowship in which we have been 

placed, even where there is no great experience, no discoverable riches, but much weakness, 

small faith, and difficulty; if on the contrary, we only keep complaining to God that everything 

is so paltry and petty, so far from what we expected, then we hinder God from letting our                  

fellowship grow according to the measure and riches which are there for us all in Jesus 

Christ” (Ibid., p. 29). 

  

Solitude and Silence 

  

“Let him who cannot be alone beware of community.  He will only do harm to himself and to 

the community.  Alone you stood before God when he called you; alone you had to answer that 

call; alone you had to struggle and pray; and alone you will die and give an account to 

God.  You cannot escape from yourself; for God has singled you out.  If you refuse to be alone 

you are rejecting Christ’s call to you, and you can have no part in the community of those who 

are called.” 

  

“But the reverse is also true.  Let him who is not in community beware of being alone.  Into the 

community you were called, the call was not meant for you alone; in the community of the 

called you bear your cross, you struggle, you pray.  You are not alone, even in death, and on the 

Last Day you will be only one member of the great congregation of Jesus Christ.  If you scorn 

the fellowship of the brethren, you reject the call of Jesus Christ, and thus your solitude can 

only be hurtful to you.” 

  

“We recognize, then, that only as we are within the fellowship can we be alone, and only he that 

is alone can live in the fellowship.  Only in the fellowship do we learn to be rightly alone and 

only in aloneness do we learn to live rightly in the fellowship.” 

  

“Let him who cannot be alone beware of community.  Let him who is not in community beware 

of being alone.” 

  

“The mark of solitude is silence, as speech is the mark of community.”  

  

(The above five  quotes from Life Together, by Dietrich Bonhoeffer, pp. 77, 78).  

  

“There is a time to keep silence and a time to speak” (Ecclesiastes 3:7).      

  
  

  

  


